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production. It is located on the catchment
of Bega river, a tributary of Tamega
river's right bank, in the municipality of
Boticas, district of Vila Real.

The scheme's construction started in July 1995, and
the first interconnection to the national electricity grid
took place in December 1996.

This power plant, with an installed capacity of 6,4 MW, was
designed for a maximum discharge of 5,7 m® s’ and a maximum
gross head of about 135,0 m.

The mean annual energy production, of 18,4 GWh, is fed into the grid at Soutelo/Vila
Pouca de Aguiar's switching station, through a 60 kV line, 21 km in length.

The scheme is provided with two intake structures without flow regulating functions,
located on Covas river and one of its right bank tributaries, Couto river. These intake
structures consist of two concrete weirs, 9,5 m and 15,0 m in height, respectively,
Creager-type spillways, Tyrolian-type water intakes and hydromechanical equipment.
They are still provided with ecological and downstream irrigation discharge control
systems, with a joint maximum capacity of 180 | s'. The total submerged area, at the
crests' elevations, is 9 500 m? only, corresponding to a stored volume of 31 000 m®.

Side spillways, to control the excess diverted flows, as well as desilting and pebbles
removing structures, to remove the solid material, are located at the beginning of the
hydraulic circuit just downstream from the weirs.















